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Koolhoven FK.51

Letoun Koolhoven FK.51 byl vitéznym navrhem v soutézi o novy cvi¢ny letoun pro Holandské Armadni letectvo.
Prvni prototyp, pohdnény motorem Siddeley Cheetah IX, poprvé vzIétl 25. kvétna 1935. Pocatecni objednavka byla
na vyrobu 10 kust, novy letoun byl vSak natolik uspésny, ze vyrobni zdvod Koolhovenu ve Waalhavenu nakonec
opustilo 142 kust letounu FK.51.

Letouny FK.51 byly také pouZivany jako vicetucelové a lehké prizkumné letouny.

Holandské Armadni a Namoini letectvo letouny pouzivalo k vycviku piloti, a to i u jednotek v Holandské Vychodni
Indii. Nejméné 29 kusu bylo také operacné nasazeno v roli délostieleckého pozorovaciho letounu. Letouny byly
vyzbrojeny jednim pevnym kulometem raze 7,7 mm pro stfelbu vpied, a jednim kulometem raze 7,7 mm, ktery byl
ovladan pozorovatelem.

Vroce 1940, v dobé kdy Némecko zautocilo na Holandsko, byl letoun povazovén za ptili§ pomaly a zranitelny. Presto
byl nasazen v obdobi leden - duben 1940 pfi nékolika priizkumnych akcich . Cést holandskych letount byla zni¢ena
pii bombardovani leteckych zakladen letadly Luftwaffe v kvétnu 1940. Pied 2. svétovou valkou bylo nejmén¢ 22,
mozna e az 28 kust, tajné dodéno Spanélské republikanské vlads pro pouziti ve Spanélské ob&anské valce, a to i pies
zdkaz dovozu zbrani do Spanélska. Tranzit t&chto letount byl do Spanélska zajistén pies PaiiZ a to jako dodavka
civilnich cviénych letount. Letouny FK.51 byly ve Spanélsku nasazeny u letecké skupiny Republikanského letectva
znamé jako “Cirkus Krone”, a to jako lehké bombardovaci letouny, které operovaly v Cantabrijské oblasti Spanélska.
Tyto letouny po skon¢eni Obcanské valky slouzily i u leteckych jednotek Nacionalistické vlady Generala Franca.

Technickéudaje: Délka: 7,85 m; Rozpéti: 9,00 m; Vyska: 2,85 m; Max. rychlost : 253 km/hod;
Operacni dostup: 6500 m; Dolet: 825 km

@ History Notes by Chris Hughes, UK

Koolhoven FK.51

The Koolhoven FK-51 was the winning design in a 1935 contest for a new advanced trainer for the Dutch Army Air
Force.

The first prototype, powered by a single Armstrong Siddeley Cheetah IX, flew on May 25, 1935. Initially, 10 were
ordered, but the aircraft proved to be succesful, and a total of 142 airframes eventually left Koolhoven's Waalhaven
factory. The FK.51 was also utilised as a light reconnaissance aircratft.

In the trainer role, it was flown by trainee pilots of the Dutch Army and Navy and in the Dutch East Indies, Atleast29
FK.51's were put into service as artillery spotter and observation aircraft. They were armed with one forward-firing
fixed 7.7mm machine gun and another 7.7mm machine gun operated by the observer.

However, when Germany invaded the Netherlands in 1940, the type was deemed to be too slow and vulnerable to be
used in combat and did not see action. In spite of that it was used for several reconnaissance flights between January
and April 1940. During the Luftwaffe bombers' air raids in May 1940 some of the Dutch aircraft were destroyed.

Prior to WW2, as many as 22, possibly 28, were sold clandestinely to the Spanish Republican Government for use in
the Spanish Civil War, despite embargoes on arms sales to Spain. They transited to Spain via Paris as civilian trainers!
Used as light bombers by a group known as the Krone Circus that operated in the Cantabrian region of Spain, they
later saw post-war service with the Nationalist Government of Franco.

Atotal of 142 Fk.51's were built

Technical Specifications: Length: 7.85m; Wing Span: 9.00m; Height: 2.85m; Max Speed: 253km/h; Service Ceiling:
6500m; Range: 825km.

Our thanks to Michel Ledet for his help on the birth of this model.
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SESTAVA - ASSEMBLY - BAUANLEITUNG- ASSEMBLAGE

A6

_, >
svetle hnéda Seda Bg 7
Light Brown Grey B 4 l
s B1 7 moznost/OPTIO presunout/SHIFT

camoA / camo B&C L5\ [

B as ~ B15
AR
B9 B24
B4 e

B9l

cerna
V L1 2 Black
B1 1

Zbarveni interiéru kokpitu:
svétle Seda

Colouring of cockpit interior:
Light Grey

moznost/OPTION

camo A
jen/ ONLY

moznost/OPTION

camo B&C

05/2005

SH 72048 Koolhoven FK-51 -putch version”




SESTAVA - ASSEMBLY - BAUANLEITUNG- ASSEMBLAGE

V B21

moznost/OPTION \

camo C

\L? jen/ ONLY

mozZnost/OPTION

camo C

-7
jen/ONLY L8

B3

— . . . .
jen nékteré stroje/ /\
SOME AIRCRAFT ONLY ‘
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SESTAVA - ASSEMBLY - BAUANLEITUNG- ASSEMBLAGE

V

mozZnost/OPTION

camo A&C

mozZnost/OPTION

camoB L13

jen/ ONLY

vrtat diru/
BOREAHOLE

diam 2mm

V Vyplety/STRINGS
SCRATCH BUILD

wires diam. 0,4 mm

B26
mozZnost/OPTION

camo B

jen/ ONLY

B16
camo A&C

moznost/OPTION
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ZBARVENI A OZNACENI/CAMOUFILAGE AND VIARKING

cama
Koolhoven FK-51

"13" LVA de Haamstede,
May 1940
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GUNZE colours No.
Barvy GUNZE

sv. modra / Hemelsblauw Oil Varnish
H67/C115
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ZBARVENI A OZNACENI/CAMOUFILAGE AND VIARKING

camm
Koolhoven FK-51

"E14" MLD, De Kooy base,
February-March 1940

GUNZE colours No.
Barvy GUNZE

khaki / Khaki Oil Varnish
/// H81/C55

sv. modra / Hemelsblauw Oil Varnish
H67/C115
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ZBARVENI A OZNACENI/CAMOUFILAGE AND VIARKING

camy
Koolhoven FK-51

"426" LVA, 1lI-2 LvR,
(Reconnaissance squadron)
Noordwijkerhout,

May 1940

GUNZE colours No.
Barvy GUNZE

: khaki / Khaki Oil Varnish
: H81/ C55

? sv. modra / Hemelsblauw Oil Varnish
A H67/ C115
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