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Lt. Ralph K. Hofer,
334FS/4FG

Capt. Fred Munder Jr.
381FS/363FG

Capt. John Brown Jr.,
382FS/363FG

Lt. Richard Baggett
402F5/370FG

Recommended kits: Tamiya P-51 Mustang

Lifelike Decals wants to hear from you and your input.

Fax: +81-743-73-5526, e-mail: lifelike_d@ken.jp
http://lifelikedecals.sakura.ne.jp
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A/C #1

P-51B-15-NA, 42-106924, flown by LL Ralph K
Hofer of 4FG/334FS, Debden AB/England, June
4, 1844,

This is the very famous mount of Lt. Hofer (red. 1),
but with 17 (not 13) kill marks shown balow wind-
shield. This |s the last photographically con-
firmed state of *Salem Representative” as shown
by the photo in ref. 2. It is finished In NMF with
Olive Drab antiglare, As ls well-known, only loft
landing gear cover has *KIDD® on a dark band,
which may be red (4FG color) or Olive Drab, and
no kill or parsonal mark are appliad on the right
side. The band on its vertical tall is red, but those
on wings and horizontal stabilizers are obviously
black while these are paimed in Olive Drab. Thus
this |s presumably a NMF bird with Olive Drab
paint added later,

With the color photo (ref. 3) of Don Allen's work-
up for Ralph's P47 "The Missourl Kid-Show Me”,
we can know the colors used with the mule mark.
But the circle behind the mule of this plane Is
much lighter than this workup (light brown is
used). it Is much lighter than red (like “Miss Plain-

A/C #2

P-51D-5-NA, 44-14059, flown by Capt. Fred Mun-
der Jr. ol 383FG/381FS, Mauperius AS or Azeville
AS, July-August 1944,

This is tha A/C Capt. Munder flew as the leader of
381F5 In the summer of 1844, and s In NMF with
Olive Drab antiglare. In early September 1944
J63FG was re-assigned as Tactical Reconnals-
sance Group, and Capl. Munder retumed homa.
Tha first ol Mr. Miller's book (ref. 5) on this FG did
not show any photo of this A/C (Just showing its
name “SKYCZAR"). Rel. & was the firs! book o
show the photo of the big sagle emblem, but Mill-
er second book (rel. 7) finally established the full

wis ro-aquipped with P-51 in February 1945, they
painted entire spinner/nmose/antiglare and tail
band in their Squadron colors (blue for 402FS),
and blue color was also applisd on the lower
canopy frame of this A/C. There are a few pai-
tarns on the nose marking, but this A/C had
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field™) or blue (like “Miss Dallas®), so mayba light
blue or yellow (as with "Shangri-La®, but as the
lettor “Salem Representative® is known to be yel-
low, wa chose light blue. Photos In rel.2 show
that Malcom hood canopy frame s palnted in a
light color, probably yellow.

Lt. Hoter's death on July 2nd 1944 remained a

are palmed in black. From the pholo of the full
right side view, Olive Drab paint may have been
added on the sping from canopy to root of hori-
zontal stabilizers (including antenna). Capt. Mun-
der completed 62 missions, but did not score any
kind of kills,

Ta+T4+ 75

Capt. Brown was a member of 362FG and 414FG

before |oining 383FG, and completed 81

missions in March to August 8, 1944, when he
want MIA. He scored one probable In the air, and

4 kills + B damaged on the ground.

Nancy was the name of pliots daughter bourn in
July 1844, and tha nude figure on the right side is
on a light-colored disc which we thought light
blue, The career or victory tally of L1. Baggett is
ot well known, but he lived through the war as a
mambar of 302FS.

mystery for a long tima, and many believed Major
Erich Hartmann or Walter Boener (ref. 4) shot him
down, but ref, 2 clearly shows that he was lost to
an ant-alrcraft fire guarding the Mostar-Sid alr-
field/ Yugoslavia while retuming to an falian AB
from a Shuttle Mission. His A/C (QP-X, 43-6746)
hit one of the guns, and killed two people. His
body was burled In a local cometery, and later
buried again In his homatown.
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