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* BRISTOL 170 FREIGHTER - HISTORY
Diesign of the Bristol 170 Freighter started during Wl as a replacement for the Bristod 130 Bombay. It was 2
F i R I ; twin-engined military/icivil transport able ta carry vehicles and equipment and operate from short, reugh airstrips,
I he Frelghter was to be econamical, sturdy and ¢asy to maintain.

Wil ended bafore the design was camplesed, but the pragram cantinued and the first prototype, G-AGPY, first
flews in December 1945,

Its square-sectioned fuselage and upper flight deck provided a cavernaus, unobstrucied cargo area while #s hinged nose clarnshell daars and low flaae
made handling opeeations very aasy. In fact, it would become a popular roll-on ¢ roll-off airceaft for car ferry flights. The first flight with 3 car took place on
T4 July 1948 aver the English Chanrnel from Lympne to Le Touguet

The early Mk.21 and Mb.31 versions could carry two cars and thelr passengers. but the cancept became popular encugh to just ify the development of the
M. 32, also known s the Superfreighter, a stratched version able to carry three cars and bwenity passengers,

Production ended in 1558 when the 214th example was deliversd.

BRISTOL 170 FREIGHTER - HISTORIQUE

L&tude du Bristal 170 Freighter commenca pendant la secande guerre mondiale comme remplacarment du Bristal 130 Bombay., Cigtait un transport
militairescivil bimoteur capable de transparter des vehicules et du matérlel et exploité a partir de pistes courtes et rudimentaires. Lavion devail étre
Bconomigue, rebusie et facile & entreteni.

La seconde guerre mandiale se terming avant la fin de |a conception, mais le programme continua et fe premier profotype, & GoAGPY, effertua san
premier val en décembre 1945,

San fuselage de section carrée ot san cockpit place sur un punt supéneur offraient une zane de chargement volumineuse et dégagée tandls gue san nez
ouwvrant et son planchor bas facilitaient la manutention. De fait, || deving un avian papulaire pour les tansparts de voitures, Le premier vol avec une
voiture eut lied e 14 juiller 1948 au-dessus de la Manche entre Lympre et Le Touguet.

Les premiéres versions Mk.21 et Mk.21 pouvalent transporter deu voitures at leurs passagers, mais la demande justifia e développement du ME.32, ou
Superfreighter, une version allongée capable de fransparter trais vaitures et vingt passagers.

La production se terming en 1958 avec la livrzisan du 214eme exemplaire
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